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 1 
Present Members:  Jennifer Iller, Tim Lepore, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Pauline Proch and Sierra Grey 2 
 3 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Melissa Murphy at 6:00 PM in the Large Group Instruction room at 4 
NHS. Tim Lepore made a motion, Pauline Proch seconded and it was approved unanimously.  Melissa Murphy 5 
acknowledged and thanked Student Council Representative, Sierra Grey, for her year with the School Committee, 6 
noting Miss Grey’s participation and contributions. The rest of the Committee agreed and thanked her for her 7 
enthusiasm and energy and with Superintendent’s traditional passing of the name plate, the Committee wished her 8 
well in her next endeavors.  Miss Grey excused herself from the meeting to attend graduation focused family 9 
commitments.  10 
 11 
Comments from the Public 12 
Mr. David Martin, community member and parent of Elementary School students, addressed the Committee with 13 
deep dissatisfaction of the Schools’ commitment toward access for the handicapped.  Mr. Martin stated that he had 14 
visited and tested the different schools and buildings, trying doors and ramps, and checking parking lot cuts. He 15 
expressed frustration that entrance door buttons will not open and do not function or they are locked.   He complained 16 
the handicap bus at the NES blocked the handicap spots and that handicap parking spots are not easily accessible and 17 
too far away from doors.  He stated that he did not think the school was ADA compliant.  He remarked that he has 18 
gone to the Central Office to complain and that he was not let in by the ramp door, however he did gain access 19 
through the front door.  Superintendent asking through the chair to respond, did acknowledge Mr. Martin’s 20 
complaint, and agreed that there were in fact two doors that were not properly working.  One was a new door with a 21 
faulty part (on order to be replaced by the contractor) and one that had a bad part that was being replaced and the 22 
shipment was in transit.  Superintendent Cozort stated that while he understands Mr. Martin’s frustration, he very 23 
much disagrees and feels that the district is absolutely in support of being ADA compliant and he cited all the 24 
specific numbers and places for parking for handicap accessibility and how doors are on timers for opening and 25 
locking in accordance with policy.  Superintendent Cozort also stated that Mr. Martin’s attempts to express his 26 
dissatisfaction has been overly aggressive and has scared staff, bus drivers, and others in the different buildings.  At 27 
the Central Office, he was banging on the door so heavily that it caused the employees inside to determine not to 28 
open the door and eventually was reason for asking the police to come to the office.  Additionally, Mr. Martin’s 29 
taking pictures of students is inappropriate and when he was asked to stop by a teacher assistant, he did not. Mr. 30 
Cozort pointed out that this is not a suitable way to handle a situation(s).   Mrs. Murphy conveyed to Mr. Martin 31 
thanked Mr. Martin for coming to the meeting and asked for a future update. 32 
 33 
Presentations and discussions of interest to the Committee 34 
Technology Report – Director of Technology, Karen McGonigle 35 
Director of Technology, Karen McGonigle began a powerpoint presentation filled with pictures of students and staff 36 
engaged in technology.  She listed the department accomplishments: 1) Infrastructure – upgrading core switch and 37 
firewall (which everything must pass through this switch, so increasing power was mandatory to maintain 38 
performance); running Fiber from the main Server Room to all main areas; expanding the virtual server configuration 39 
and the CPS Classroom Expansion   2) Classroom Technology – 1:1 with Chromebooks in NHS (or Bring Your Own 40 
Device capabilities), Continued 1:1 in Chromebooks in CPS, configured SmartBoards at NHS and CPS for almost all 41 
classrooms;  3) District Administration – Launched the new Schoolwires website for NPS District; 4) Assessments – 42 
MCAS successfully completed Grades 3 – 8, Online ACCESS for ELL’s Grade 4-12 and MAP testing in CPS;  and 43 
finally, 5) NIS Building Project – Reviewed and approved equipment bids, Collaborated with Facilities Director and 44 
Building Project Team and worked with contractors on design, installation, configuration of network infrastructure 45 
and now finishing the last stages at the Intermediate School.   Mrs. McGonigle reviewed the classroom support, the 46 
training of large and small groups of staff, the assistance with hardware, software and applications, the continual 47 
expansion of use and how this requires help from the technology department on so many levels.  She noted the 48 
departments continued monitoring on social media and how to control the environment and provide balance with 49 
student use and safety, security, legal compliance and overall demand, while allowing for creativity, exploration, 50 
discovery and mastery.  51 
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 53 
She proceeded to review the inventory which were similar in total from the previous years, but shifted in the 54 
categories as she counted 352 Desktops, 351 Laptops, 129 IPads, 1,382 Chromebooks, 121 Smartboards and new this 55 
year, 6 Interactive Projectors.  Administratively, she updated the Committee on the Aspen Student Information 56 
System and the Data Collection and reporting that happens every year for the Department of Education.  She was 57 
excited as she reviewed her plans, looking ahead to next year which includes the opening of the NIS along with a 58 
handful of additional initiatives.  Mrs. Murphy thanked Mrs. McGonigle for her report, commenting that she is 59 
always eager to hear the technology annual presentation.  60 
 61 
School Committee Self Evaluation – Draft Revisions 62 
Jennifer Iller stated that she enjoyed reviewing and tweaking the current Self Evaluation for the School Committee 63 
and she felt these modifications made it more specific to the Nantucket School Committee.  The finished document 64 
primarily splits out the Strategic Planning and Fiscal Management sections to better isolate those categories.  Mrs. 65 
Murphy thanked Jenn Iller and Zona Butler for attending to this task. 66 
 67 
(Dr. Lepore was called to NCH and needed to excuse himself from the School Committee Meeting) 68 
 69 
Policy, New for Adoption – DB, Annual Budget – Jennifer Iller & Superintendent, W. Michael Cozort 70 
Jennifer Iller noted that the Policy Task Force Committee is currently reviewing all the School Committee Policies 71 
and felt this particular policy was one that MASC had and that we did not, and felt it would be good to add it to our 72 
collection.  This policy will be brought to the next meeting for action. 73 
 74 
Committee discussion and votes to be taken 75 
Vote to Approve NES 4

th
 Grade Overnight Field Trip to Museum of Science, June 1 & 2, 2017, Boston MA. There 76 

was a paperwork glitch that caused the field trip permission to come late to School Committee for approval which is 77 
the reason for the backdated approval.  Fortunately, this is an established and successful trip, so the Committee was 78 
comfortable with moving forward, with a motion made by Pauline Proch, seconded by Jennifer Iller and approved. 79 
 80 
Vote to Approve Agreement between NPS and Butler’s Sporting Goods, a Contract for $50,000 dated July 1, 2016 – 81 
June 30, 2017.  A delay from the Athletics department caused this contract to be late in delivery, but the dollar 82 
threshold made this necessary to bring to a vote and approve.  A motion was made by Pauline Proch, seconded by 83 
Jennifer Iller and approved. 84 
 85 
Vote to Approve Gift Donation from Ahold Financial Services (Stop & Shop) to the NES Gift Account $3,011.04 86 
Pauline Proch made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Iller, with none opposed, the motion was approved. 87 
 88 
Vote to Approve Gift Donation from Alan & Patricia Myers to the NES Gift Account for 1

st
 Grade Library $500.00 89 

Jennifer Iller made a motion, seconded by Pauline Proch, with none opposed, the motion was approved. 90 
 91 
Vote to Approve Gift Donation from Nantucket Golf Club Foundation Tuition Assistance through the Community 92 
Foundation for Nantucket to the Nantucket Community School for Wee Whalers, $12,420.30 Pauline Proch made a 93 
motion, seconded by Jennifer Iller, with none opposed, the motion was approved. 94 
 95 
Vote to Approve Gift Donation from Ahold Financial Services (Stop & Shop) to the CPS Gift Account $1,076.19 96 
Pauline Proch made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Iller, with none opposed, the motion was approved. 97 
 98 
Vote to Approve Gift Donation from Chartwells to NHS for Fiscal Year 2017, Grant of $1,000. Jennifer Iller made a 99 
motion, seconded by Pauline Proch, with none opposed, the motion was approved. 100 
 101 
 102 
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 103 
Vote to Approve Gift Donation from Egan Maritime Institute to the CPS Student Activities Account for  $455.00  104 
Pauline Proch recused herself from this vote,  Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Iller, with none 105 
opposed, the motion was approved. 106 
 107 
Amend Policies – DBJ – Budget Transfers, DJE – Bidding Requirements, DKC – Expense Reimbursements 108 
Jennifer Iller made a motion for each one of these policies, seconded by Pauline Proch, with none opposed, the 109 
motion was approved. 110 
 111 
Vote to Approve Appointment of School Committee Clerk 112 
Mr. Cozort stated he was recommending current clerk, Logan O’Connor, for reappointment.  With appreciation from 113 
the Committee, Jennifer Iller made a motion, seconded by Pauline Proch and the motion was approved. 114 
 115 
Vote to Approve the May 16, 2017, Meeting Minutes:  116 
Jennifer Iller made a motion to approve the minutes, Pauline Proch seconded, the motion was approved. 117 
 118 
Vote to Approve the Transfers & Invoices 119 
With no transfers other than payroll, Jennifer Iller made a motion to approve the minutes, Pauline Proch seconded, 120 
the motion was approved. 121 
 122 
Superintendent’s Report–W. Michael Cozort 123 
Enrollment – The Superintendent noted there were 5 (five) more students in June and our numbers are quite in line 124 
with the start of the year.  He expressed that the activity of Enrollments and Withdrawals at the end of the year 125 
always surprises him.  He also mentioned the Kindergarten numbers at this early date are strong and he will be 126 
interested to see the actuals as we start the new year.  127 
 128 
On the Horizon –Superintendent Cozort reviewed the Horizon. We will have the Athletic Update, Wellness Update,  129 
ELL PAC Update and the Committee’s decision on one or two meetings in July.  Mrs. Murphy thought that one 130 
meeting in July 11 seemed prudent and brought up the possibility to schedule the School Committee Retreat.  She 131 
asked that the Superintendent’s Office set up a “Doodle” calendar to see what dates might work collectively.  There 132 
was also a quick mention regarding the Bartlett Rotary, with a brief email description from Mike Burns about the 133 
possibilities.  The Superintendent was hopeful to hear more about this, as he is concerned where the cross walks will 134 
fit in for the Elementary & Intermediate Schools. 135 
 136 
Subcommittees & Acknowledgements  137 
Sub-Committees:  138 
Policies -The Policy committee will meet again next week.  139 
Negotiations – Negotiations are still taking place with NTA, hoping for some conclusion towards the end of June. 140 
Scholarships - Pauline Proch and Melissa Murphy glowed about the NHS Academic Awards night and also wanted 141 
to thank Don Allen Ford for the new and generous scholarship just recently announced that Monday night.  Principal 142 
Buckey confirmed that Don Allen had awarded Vincent Goulding a full tuition and room and board to the New 143 
England Institute of Technology and it also included a job once he earned his degree. Superintendent Cozort also 144 
wanted to recognize all the laptop awards.  Mrs. Proch also noted that the Congdon and Maglathlin scholarships were 145 
decided, but will not be shared until after graduation. 146 
Graduation Ceremonies are happening – it is a busy week!   147 
 148 
At 6:47 pm the School Committee adjourned on a motion made by Pauline Proch and seconded by Jennifer Iller, and 149 
unanimously approved. 150 
 151 
Respectfully submitted,  152 
Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk  153 


